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determination of character, but by necessity of nature : the
negative element requisite for every ethical conception, the
antagonism to something resisted and rejected, would be
wanting; and the evangelical and the heathen Theism
would be without fuither essential distinction. But Chris-
tianity knows nothing of this * absolute God,' detached from
the living world: it takes Him up (if I may say so) in medits
rebus^ and finds Him sympathising with the struggles of
tempted souls, taking sides with their fidelity to good and hid-
ing His countenance from their inclinations to evil, and so
identifying His life with a conflict from which, in His own
essence, He might remain aloof. Nor is it possible to
recognise this sympathy with human probation, without in
some way carrying up the contrasted light and shade of
moral distinctions into His own inmost being. The only
question is, how to conceive any shadow there, and hold
the idea of a contrast at all? Is it not impossible that the
faintest evil should be in Him ? Perhaps the natural answer
of Christian feeling would be, Morally impossible most
assuredly it is: but naturally, or otherwise than by preferen-
tial affection, not so: the idea of the alternative evil cannot
be denied to Him, without limiting His view of possibilities;
the power to realise it, were He intent upon it, can still less
be questioned; that He rejects it from His personal deter-
mination, and throws His living sympathy into the strife of
finite minds against it, expresses His active repugnance to
it. Only by regarding Him first as bearing holy partnership
in the conflicts of our humanity, does the Christian faith
carry the ethical colouring into the secret places of His
being, and by adhering to the relative view, avoid the blanch-
ing effect of cold metaphysic light. And so, of all depen-
dent orders of spiritual beings: however raised above the
personal sense of temptations such as ours, they must be
conceived by us to feel them, as it were, at second hand,
through an appreciative sympathy; else would their nature
seem wholly foreign to the moral sphere; and awaken in us
a neutral wonder, rather than an aspiring reverence. With